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Artist's statement

The paintings in this show are a combination of slow, carefully worked and sometimes reworked pieces,
glazed works on paper that have their origins in still life, and larger pieces in a fresh, gestural style.

The surface is treated in a variety of ways: sometimes the paint is layered in thin glazes, sometimes laid on
assertively to give robustness and definition, but each mark is a balance between improvisation and
certainty; there should be no hint of the agony of rehearsal in the performance. There are many rehearsals;
there are many mistakes, but each time I approach the concept of paint there is a new understanding
between what works and what I can be trusted to perform. I rarely give up. There are days of undoing what
went before. The paintings are continually in a state of being undone; this is the way I work. When a
painting is going badly enough, when we are both exhausted and cannot try any more, it is destroyed.

I am always seeking fresh combinations and, in doing so, discover that sometimes forms and colours have
relationships, particularly pairs and trios. This is another new and exciting development – that paintings can
express new meaning when placed side by side. Although emotion should never enter the studio without first
taking off its boots, there is occasionally a gap through which feeling emerges; Roger Cecil’s little red love
letters are a good example of this.

In the end there are some things that please me in this show, and some that don’t; but I won’t give up.
Today it is good to see them in a fresh light, but tomorrow I will be back in the studio, rehearsing.

 

(All measurements = height x width in centimetres)

1 Columbine’s Blues II
Oil & oilbar on paper

40.5 x 56 glazed
£475 

2 Columbine’s Blues
Oil & oilbar on paper

45.5 x 61 glazed
£495

3 Hot Wire
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595 

4 Spot Red
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595 

5 The Tumblers II
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595

6 The Tumblers I
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595

7 Harlequin Dream
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£275

8 Saltimbanque
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595

9 Spot Blue
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595
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10 Carnival
Oil on panel
122 x 122 

£1,750 

11 Rib Cage
Oil on panel

51 x 61 
£550

12 Pelagic II
Oil on panel
30.5 x 30.5 

£495

13 Columbine's

Dream I
Oil on panel
30.5 x 30.5 

£295

14 Pelagic I
Oil on panel

20 x 20
£275

15 Harlequin II
Oil on panel

12.5 x 18
£195

16 Columbine II
Oil on panel

12.5 x 18
£195

17 Columbine's

Dream
Oil on panel

25.5 x 28
£2755

18 Cirque
Oil & oilbar on paper

35.5 x 51 glazed
£450

19 The Margarita Jug
Oil on panel

61 x 61
£595
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