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A brief history

I studied painting in London in the 1960s, finishing at the Royal Academy Schools in 1968. I continued to
paint for several years in London, but, by the mid 1970s, had stopped painting altogether and was working
in occupations unassociated with art, until the mid 1980s, when the need for a return to painting was
beginning to take hold. A move to North Pembrokeshire from Sussex in 1988 was the result of a deliberate
effort to find an environment that would provide me with the impetus and the inspiration to restart painting.
I made a second move in 2001 from the north of the county to the south, to unfamiliar surroundings and a
different sort of landscape. I look at things a little differently now. The following statement should still hold
true though.

Statement

I have until recently been almost entirely concerned with painting landscape, although I have not as a rule
done my paintings in situ as, having never really been too concerned with the topographic particulars of the
area, I have preferred instead to work in the studio where I developed my paintings with the aid of notes,
sketches and photographs. I have usually produced several versions of a subject as a kind of contemplation
on it. I have done this in the hope that whatever it was that initially drew me to a subject – something
behind the immediate image; something that I may not even have been aware of – would start to reveal
itself to me. I think it was the ‘sense of place’ that I have hitherto tried to realise. Right now though, I seem
to see things from a different and, as yet, a still undefined perspective.

I have always seen painting as being on a kind of journey of discovery and now that my work has changed
direction and has become abstract in nature, the journey continues afresh, although, even now, I am never
able to totally ignore being influenced by the landscape. For me, the journey inevitably involves a struggle in
the execution of the work and, when it is finished, I hope that that there remains evidence of that struggle
within the work itself. I have similar expectations with the design and the medium and am prepared for the
surface appearance to change from beginning to end. After something has started me off, I am prepared to
end up with a result quite different from the painting that was in my mind’s eye to begin with.

I have been working mainly with watercolour as I am comfortable with the way in which this medium has
suited my way of painting, especially as I do not feel constrained by any tradition in watercolour techniques
– the first marks and areas of colour that I apply will not usually be there in the finished work. I will
continually wash out all or parts of the painting, redrawing and overpainting until a moment arrives when I
know how the painting will probably finish. If I can only go so far with watercolour, I will overpaint with
gouache or acrylic and am prepared to continue overpainting and reworking the image.
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The full illustrated catalogue is available to view.
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