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Welsh/Cymraeg

Oriel Fach
Exhibition of work all measuring 
6 inches x 4 inches, in a variety of
media. All pieces are priced at £5 and
will go on sale at 2.00pm on 10
October.
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Main gallery 3D area
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students and well-known artists
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Geoff Yeomans

Main Gallery

12 September to 24 October

Geoff the Rust

 

Geoff Yeomans was born in Birkenhead in 1934, and spent much of his career as a teacher, ending as Head
of Fine Art at Nuneaton College of Art, before retiring 25 years ago.

Moving to West Wales, he painted full time, sometimes in a photorealist style, enjoying the subversive and
witty absurdities of politics and life and always with an incredible eye for detail. His drawings and etchings
capture the character of a person, and his longer studies and self portraits become landscapes of intricate
surfaces. He became known as ‘Geoff the Rust’ and this is the title of this exhibition.

Hawse

Originally it was discussed that he exhibits part of his retrospective shown at The Williamson Gallery in
Liverpool, which was held in his eightieth year in 2014. His first show in the Queens Hall Gallery, Narberth,
was in 1996, nineteen years ago in a touring exhibition with John Boydell Rogers. It was the first touring
show that curator Lynne Crompton had organised and went to Carmarthen, Cardigan and onto the Glynn
Vivian in Swansea. He later showed here with Geoff Wilde, his series of etchings called ’God has hidden the
dice’ and again had a solo show with his photorealism work in 1998. He has been a great supporter of Oriel
Q and was one of the founders of The Friends in 1994. He has contributed to most of the Open Shows over
the years and it has been an interesting journey to see his different subjects being executed with such skill
under intense scrutiny.

He has decided that ‘less is more’ and has chosen to concentrate on his later ‘rust works’ – the patterns seen
on the hulls of boats and ships, and the debris washed up on the beaches around Pembrokeshire. These
have often led to him drawing figurative subjects out of seemingly abstract sources, or creating surreal
landscapes from found objects.
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Elephant on the Beach Spring Uganda

 

His ‘Manifesto for a Painter‘ is distilled in the following statement:

SIGHT is touching at a distance.
PAINTING is a love affair with surface: 
It exists between light and touch, 
Tracing an experience, it distils an essence of now with yesterday. 
It is how I define myself.
ART is how a society defines itself.

 

The fully illustrated catalogue showing the prices of all the work in the main gallery
is available to view here.
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