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The first children of Adam and Eve were Cain and Abel. ‘Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
the ground.’ (cf. Torah, Bible and Qur’an) Thus, one of the first men was a shepherd. In the same way, the
process of nation building in many countries, including Romania, has been generated, in a large measure,
by pastoral traditions. No matter how modern, sophisticated, and ultra-tech the contemporary world is,
ancestrally we inherit a part of Abel.

Transhumance is defined as the movement of livestock, over considerable distances and following set
seasonal patterns, in search of available pastures, and trailed by a whole family of shepherds who live in
temporary or movable shelters.

Transhumance is a very ancient tradition in Romania, now becoming extinct. The few shepherds who still
practise transhumance in Romania walk around 500 km a year. This kind of shepherd lives in a different
world, in a different time from that of the modern society. Unlike other modern activities, the lives of
shepherds seem to be as hard as they used to be thousands of years ago. Shepherds have to take the
grazing animals to new pastures every day, no matter what the season or the weather.

For a year and a half, Dragos Lumpan photographed a family of shepherds practising transhumance. This
family has now given up transhumance for fixed sheep breeding, which is much more comfortable. This
tradition, which partly defines the Romanian people (as well as other nations), is now very close to
complete extinction in Romania.

At first, ‘Transhumance going extinct’ may look like a very narrow subject: it is not hot news; it does not
talk about a large community. Yet I think that this is a universal subject – as in each of us there is a part of
Abel as well as the legacy of many generations of shepherds whom we have as predecessors.

Gustave Le Bon wrote in the The crowd – a study of the popular mind: ‘Neither a national genius nor
civilization would be possible without traditions... Civilization is impossible without traditions, and progress
impossible without the destruction of those traditions. The difficulty, and it is an immense difficulty, is to
find a proper equilibrium between stability and variability.’

The Last Transhumance is talking exactly about this difficult time of transition for a community. And,
ancestrally, we are a part of this community.

I chose this selection of photos at twilight as a suggestion of that other world of nomadic shepherds and as
a suggestion of the extinction phenomenon, as well as a better rendering of the feeling of this moving story.
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For a longer version of this information and more photos, please click here.

Contact:
Email: dragos@lumpan.com
To find out more about Dragos's work, go to www.lumpan.ro

For a full catalogue and all the images in the exhibition, please click here.

 

A video of further photographs and music is available to view. To see it, please click here.
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